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The chemistry of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes has gained increased interest in both synthetic organic chem-
istry and biological fields and has considerable value. Some of the reactions have been successfully applied
for the production of various fused heterocycles. The present review covers the literature up to date for the
synthesis, reactions and applications of such compounds.
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1. Introduction

Aminobenzo[b]thiophenes have been widely recognized as biologically useful systems and
have been found to exhibit a range of biological activities. They are important intermediates
in the synthesis a variety of valuable heterocyclic compounds (1–4). The chemistry related to
benzothiophene derivatives was previously reviewed (5).

2. Synthesis

The main objective of this section is to provide a comprehensive account for the synthesis of var-
ious aminobenzo[b]thiophenes. The synthesis of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes may be carried out in
several ways regardless of the position of the amino group either on the homocyclic or on the thio-
phene ring. The most versatile and economical methods involve Willgerodt–Kindler routes using
primary and secondary amines, nucleophilic reaction followed by Thorpe–Ziegler cyclization and
arylation reactions with electron-deficient aryl halides. Various syntheses involve a nitro group
displacement of benzonitriles by a thiol anion followed by cyclization. The palladium catalytic sys-
tems have been used successfully to produce aminobenzo[b]thiophenes via Buchwald–Hartwig
coupling. Also, such compounds were obtained via hydrogenation of the corresponding nitro
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206 M.A. Metwally et al.

derivatives. The most common synthetic methods of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes are reported in
the following sections.

2.1. From benzonitriles

Various substituted aminobenzo[b]thiophenes were synthesized efficiently starting from substi-
tuted benzonitriles in which the nitro group of benzonitriles was displaced by a thiol anion followed
by cyclization (6–18). A three-step synthesis of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 4 (R = H, Me) was
reported (Scheme 1). The first step involves reaction of 2-nitrobenzonitriles 1 (R = H, Me) with
the potassium salt of phenyl methanethiol in cold aqueous DMF (6) to give the corresponding
thiol ethers 2 (7, 8) by replacing the nitro group. The second step involves S-debenzylation of
2, using aluminum chloride in benzene, to give the corresponding thiol 3 (7, 8). The third step
involves condensation of 3 with 1-(3,4,5-trimethoxyphenyl)-2-bromoethanone, in the presence
of potassium carbonate in refluxing acetone, followed by cyclization to afford 4 (Scheme 1) in
excellent yields (7, 8).

CN

NO2

S

NH2

1

4

R

R

PhCH
2
SH

KOH/DMF

CN

S

2

R

Ph

CN

SH

3

R
AlCl3

benzene

O

R = H, 4-Me, 5-Me, 6-Me, 7-Me

3,4,5-(MeO)3C6H2COCH2Br

K
2
CO

3
/acetone

OMe

OMeMeO

Scheme 1. Synthesis of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 4.

Compounds of the general formula 4 (R = OMe, 5,6-di-OMe) were also obtained in excel-
lent yields from 2-aminobenzonitriles. 2-Mercaptobenzonitriles 3 (R = OMe, 4,5-di-OMe) were
synthesized by the Leuckart reaction (9).

Beck has developed a two-step synthesis of 3-amino-2-arylbenzo[b]thiophenes (6). For exam-
ple, the first step involves reaction of 2-nitrobenzonitrile (1a; i.e. 1 where R = H) and benzyl
thiol in the presence of KOH in DMF to give 2-(benzylthio)benzonitrile (2a; Scheme 2) (6). The
second step involves cyclization of 2a in the presence of potassium tert-butoxide in benzene to
give 3-amino-2-phenylbenzo[b]thiophene (4a; Scheme 2).

NO2

CN

S

CN

Ph S

Ph

NH2

1a 2a 4a

PhCH2SH

KOH, DMF

KOBut

C6H6

Scheme 2. Synthesis of 3-amino-2-phenylbenzo[b]thiophene (4a).

A series of 2-substituted 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 5 was obtained in a one-step reaction
from 2-nitrobenzonitriles 1 (10). Reactions of 1 with sodium sulphide in DMF at 0◦C for 15 min
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followed by alkylation afforded 5 in 60–90% yields (Scheme 3) (10). The reaction again involves
a nitro group displacement to produce the corresponding 2-mercaptobenzonitrile followed by
alkylation and cyclization.

CN

NO
2

S

NH2

R1

1 5 (60-90%)

R R
1, Na2S, DMF, 0 °C, 15 min

2, ClCH2R1, 0.5-1 h

R = 4-Cl, 6-Cl, 4-NO2, 5-NO2; R1 = CN, COMe, COPh, CONH2

Scheme 3. Synthesis of 2-substituted 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 5.

It was found that the reaction of 2-nitrobenzonitrile (1a; i.e. 1 where R = H) or 2-methoxy-
6-nitrobenzonitrile (1b; i.e. 1 where R = 2-OMe) with Na2S did not take place even at a higher
temperature (100◦C) for a longer reaction time. This limitation was overcome by the use of 3-
mercaptopropionitrile (11) instead of Na2S, in the presence of potassium hydroxide. The reaction
proceeded via a nitro group displacement and an equilibrium mixture was formed involving
the cyanoethyl thioether and the corresponding 2-mercaptobenzonitrile anion. The alkylation
with chloroacetonitrile or chloroacetone following ring closure gave the corresponding 5 (R = H,
4-OMe; R1 = CN, COMe) in 50–70% yields (10).

Similarly, 3-amino-N -methylbenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxamides 6 were obtained in high
yields from reactions of nitriles 1 (R = 4-Cl, 6-Cl) with 3-mercapto-N -methylpropanamide in
DMF and in the presence of KOH at 0◦C for 1.5 h (Scheme 4) (12). However, in the case of
2-nitrobenzonitrile (1a; Scheme 2), only 8% yield of the desired product 6 (R = H; Scheme 4)
was obtained.

CN

NO2
S

NH2

CONHMe

1 R = 4-Cl
R = 6-Cl

R R
DMF, KOH

0 °C, 1.5 h

6 R = 4-Cl (86%)
R = 6-Cl (78%)

O

NHMeHS+

Scheme 4. Synthesis of 3-amino-N -methylbenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxamides 6.

Methyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 7 were prepared in 35–84% yields from
reactions of 2-nitrobenzonitriles 1 with methyl thioglycolate in the presence of aqueous KOH
in DMF at 0◦C for 5 min to 1 h (Scheme 5) (13). The reaction was successfully applied for

CN

NO2

HS CO2Me+
aq. KOH, DMF

5 min–1 h, 0 °C
S

NH2

CO2Me

1 7 (35-84%)

R R

R = H, 4-Cl, 6-Cl, 4-OMe, 4-NO2, 6-NO2, 6-CF3; 4-NO2 and 6-CF3, 4-NO2 and 6-Me

Scheme 5. Synthesis of methyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 7.
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S

NH
2

CONHMe

9

NO2

O2NNO
2O2N

NO2

CN

SO2N

NO2

CN

CO2Me

1c 8

Figure 1. Structures of compounds 1c, 8 and 9.

the preparation of compounds 7 that have substituents in the 4 and/or 6-positions. However, no
reaction took place when 2-chlorobenzonitrile was used as the starting material under similar
conditions even after a longer reaction time of up to 2 days at room temperature.

Similarly, methyl 3-amino-4,6-dinitrobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate (7; R = 4,6-di-NO2)
can be synthesized from 2,4,6-trinitrobenzonitrile (1c; Figure 1) (14). Indeed, a reaction of 1c
with methyl thioglycolate in the presence of KOH in acetonitrile gave methyl 2-(2-cyano-3,5-
dinitrophenylthio)acetate (8; Figure 1) in which one of the ortho-nitro groups to CN group was
again replaced. Intramolecular cyclization of 8 gave the corresponding 7 in 50% yield (15).
Isolation of 8 followed by treatment with sodium methoxide in methanol afforded 9 (Figure 1) in
higher yield (80%) (15).

Previous reactions have been applied for the preparation of various substituted 3-
aminobenzo[b]thiophenes starting from 2-halo or 2-methoxybenzonitriles (16, 17). The process
involves halogen or methoxy displacement by a thiol anion and subsequent base-catalyzed ring
closure. For example, a series of ethyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 11 were synthe-
sized successfully in high yields (62–88%) from reactions of 2-chloro- or 2-methoxybenzonitriles
10 with ethyl thioglycolate in the presence of triethylamine at 40–110◦C for 3–5 h (Scheme 6)
(17). Various solvents such as ethylene glycol monoethyl ether, benzene and ethanol were used.
It seems that the combination of solvent and base play an important role for the success of the
reaction in the case of 2-chlorobenzonitrile which was not successful using KOH in the presence
of DMF.

HS CO2Et+
TEA, solvent

40–110 °C, 3–5 h

10 11 (62–88%)

X = Cl, OMe; R = H, 5-NO2, 5,7-di-NO2, 4,5,6-tri-Cl

CN

X S

NH2

CO2EtR R

Scheme 6. Synthesis of ethyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 11.

It was found that treatment of 2,4-difluorobenzonitrile with sodium methoxide gave a mix-
ture of 2-fluoro-4-methoxybenzonitrile and 4-fluoro-2-methoxybenzonitrile, which were not
separated and allowed to react with methyl thioglycolate in the presence of potassium tert-
butoxide in DMF at room temperature to produce methyl 3-amino-6-methoxybenzo[b]thiophene
carboxylate in a 14% overall yield (16). The reaction of 2-fluoro-4-nitrobenzonitrile with
methyl thioglycolate in acetonitrile, in the presence of triethylamine as a base, gave methyl
3-amino-6-nitrobenzo[b]thiophenecarboxylate in a 47% yield (16).

More recently, the process of Beck (6) was modified in which a more general one-step process
for the synthesis of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes, substituted at the 2- and 6-positions with a variety
of groups, was developed. A series of 2-aryl-3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes (4) were synthesized in
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very high yields from the reactions of the appropriate substituted benzonitriles 10 (X = F) with
substituted benzyl thiols in the presence of NaH in DMF at room temperature (Scheme 7) (18).

CN

F S

NH2

ArR R

4

+

10

NaH

DMF

R = H, 2-NH2, 2-CN, 4-Cl, 4-CF3, 4-BnO

Ar = Ph, 4-MeOC6H4, 4-ClC6H4, 4-FC6H4, 3-MeC6H4, 3-CF3C6H4

ArCH2SH

Scheme 7. Synthesis of 2-aryl-3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 4.

2.2. From Willgerodt–Kindler reaction

Generally speaking, primary amines are usually more reactive than secondary amines in the
classical Willgerodt–Kindler reaction (19). Reaction of 1-(2-chloro-5-nitrophenyl)ethanone (12),
via Willgerodt–Kindler routes, using primary and secondary amines, resulted in a simple, efficient,
three-component one-pot synthesis of 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes (13; Scheme 8) (20).

S

O2N

N

O2N

Cl

Me

O
+ S + R1R2NH

AcONa

DMF

13 (4– 47%)

R1 = Me, nBu, iPr, cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl, allyl, Bn; R2 = H, Me; R1 = R2 = -(CH2)n-

12

R1

R2

Scheme 8. Synthesis of 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 13.

However, the yields obtained were generally low (4–47%). It was found that the ratio of
amine/S/base has not been optimized and various ratios were used based on the type of amine.
Relatively better yields from primary amines (14–46%) were obtained at lower temperatures
(35–60◦C). On the other hand, higher temperature (60–100◦C) worked better for the secondary
amines (e.g. dimethylamine) but the yield of the product was only 4% (20). Cyclic amines pro-
duced low yields (10–31%) of the corresponding benzo[b]thiophenes. DMF was found to be the
most favourable solvent. The reaction failed to produce any product when sterically hindered
di-N -butylamine, diallylamine and diisopropylamine were used. Also, aromatic amines such as
aniline and heterocyclic amines such as benzotriazole amines failed to react (20). However, the
Willgerodt–Kindler reaction is not devoted to the synthesis of benzo[b]thiophene derivatives. The
success of the reaction represented in Scheme 8 could be due to the effect of the nitro group which
aids cyclization.

2.3. From β-ketonitriles

A series of 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 18 were synthesized in four steps starting from
β-ketonitriles 14 (Scheme 9) (7, 8). Reactions of aroylacetonitriles 14 and substituted
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cyclohexanones in the presence of S8 and morpholine (21) gave the corresponding 2-amino-
3-aroyl-4,5,6,7-tetrahydrobenzo[b]thiophenes 15. Acetylation of the amino group in compounds
15, with a mixture of acetic anhydride and pyridine, provided the corresponding acetylamino
derivatives 16, which were converted to the corresponding benzo[b]thiophenes 17 by aromati-
zation on heating with Pd/C (Scheme 9). Ethanolysis of 17 with ethanolic NaOH under reflux
conditions for 2 h gave 18 (7, 8).

S

NH2

18
R

O
Ar

S

NHAc

17
R

O
Ar

NaOH/EtOH

ref lux, 2 h
S

NHAc

16
R

O
Ar

Pd/C, H
2
O

18 h, heat

S

NH2

15
R

O
Ar

1, S8, morpholine,

EtOH, 70 °C, 1 h

2, 18 h, RT
R

O

Ar
CN

O

14

+
Ac2O, C5H5N

ref lux

Ar = 3,4-di-MeOC
6
H

3
, 3,5-di-MeOC

6
H

3
, 3,4,5-tri-OMeC

6
H

2
; R = H, Me, OMe

Scheme 9. Synthesis of 6-substituted 2-amino-3-aroylobenzo[b]thiophenes 18.

2.4. From thiosalicylic acid

2-Aminobenzo[b]thiophene (24; Scheme 10) is obtained in an overall yield of 48% via
a five-step reaction (22). The first step involves reduction of thiosalicyclic acid (19) to
produce 2-mercaptobenzyl alcohol (20). Subsequent conversion of 20 to 24 gave the 2-
aminobenzo[b]thiophene in an 80% yield. The final step involves cleavage of the carbon-sulfur
bond in 23 based on the findings of Harnish and Tarbell (23). It might involve complexation with
AlBr3, disproportionation to form benzyl bromide and the desired product 24 as the bromoalu-
minum salt. Subsequent hydrolysis of such salt followed by a ring closure afforded 24 (22).

CO2H

SH

CH2OH

SH

LiAlH4

CH2OH

SBn

BnCl

NaOH

CH2Cl

SBn

HCl

CH2CN

SBn

NaCN

DMSO

1, AlBr3/C6H6

2, H
2
O

S

NH2

19 20 (100%) 21 (100%)

22 (78%) 23 (78%) 24 (80%)

Scheme 10. Synthesis of 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (24).

2.5. From benzaldehydes

2-Dimethylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes were synthesized in high yields (24, 25). For example, the
reaction of aryl aldehydes or ketones 25 with N,N -dimethylthioformamide in the presence of
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LDA at −78◦C to produce the corresponding α-hydroxythioacetamides 26 in 64–85% yields
(Scheme 11). Following cyclization–aromatization of 26 with MeSO3H in DCM at 0◦C 27 was
afforded in 31–96% yields (25).

R

Me2NCSH

LDA, –78 °C

25

SR

NMe2

MeSO3H

DCM, 0 °C

27 (31–96%)

R1

O

R
26 (64–85%)

OHR1

S

NMe2

R1

R = H, OMe, F; R1 = H, Ph, 4-FC6H4

Scheme 11. Synthesis of 2-dimethylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes 27.

2.6. From trinitrobenzylidenes

Reactions of N -arylazometins 28 with methyl thioglycolate in the presence of potassium car-
bonate in acetonitrile at room temperature gave the corresponding sulfides 29, replacing one of
the ortho-nitro groups (26). Compounds 29 underwent intramolecular cyclization followed by
oxidation to produce the corresponding methyl 3-(arylamino)-4,6-dinitrobenzo[b]thiophene-2-
carboxylates (30, R = H; Scheme 12) (26). When the aryl group in compound 28 was replaced by
a heterocyclic moiety, the reactions were not successful and only low yields of the corresponding
30 were produced (ca. 7%) (26). Instead, methyl 4,6-dinitrobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate was
produced in moderate yields (40%) as a result of the heterocyclic fragment elimination (26).

NO2O
2
N

NO
2

N
Ar

SO2N

NO2 N
Ar

CO2Me R

NO
2

S

CO2Me

NHAr

Ar = Ph, 4-MeOC6H4, 4-FC6H4; R = NO2

HSCH2CO2Me
Heat

[O]

28 29 30

Scheme 12. Synthesis of methyl 3-(arylamino)-4,6-dinitrobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 30.

2.7. From phenylazobenzo[b]thiophenes

Catalytic hydrogenation of 2-(phenylazo)-3,4,6-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (32), obtained from
31 on treatment with polyphosphoric acid (PPA), with hydrogen in the presence Pd/C and acetic
anhydride gave 2-acetamido-3,4,6-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (33; Scheme 13) but in low yield
(27). Alkaline hydrolysis of 33 has produced 2-amino-3,4,6-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene.

2.8. From nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes

Nitration of benzo[b]thiophene itself with a mixture of fuming nitric and acetic acids at mild
temperatures (60–70◦C) gave a mixture of nitro derivatives in 85% yield (28). The mixture was
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S S

33

NHCOMe

MeMe

MeS

32

N

MeMe

Me N Ph

H2, Pd/C

Ac2O

O Me

N

HN
Ph

Me

Me

PPA

31

Scheme 13. Synthesis of 2-acetamido-3,4,6-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (33).

shown to contain 2-, 3- and 4-nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes in the ratio of ca. 1:6:2, respectively (28).
Reduction of the nitro derivatives with hydrogen in the presence of platinium oxide under pressure
for 1 h gave the corresponding aminobenzo[b]thiophenes in 81% yield (28). Similarly, nitration
of benzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylic acid with a mixture of nitric acid and acetic anhydride gave
a mixture of the corresponding nitro derivatives in 75% yield. Such nitro derivatives were decar-
boxylated to give nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes in 62% yield which upon reduction with hydrogen in
the presence of PtO2 as a catalyst produce the corresponding amino derivatives in a 60% yield (28).

It is clear that nitration of benzo[b]thiophenes followed by a reduction provide a mixture of
amino derivatives which are difficult to separate. This problem could be overcome by starting
from nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes. 5-Aminobenzo[b]thiophene (35) was produced via reduction of
5-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (34) (29, 30). Compound 34 (Scheme 14) was reduced with Raney
nickel in the presence of hydrazine hydrate (85%), and the mixture was kept below its boiling
point for 30 min (30). The residue obtained was treated with H2SO4 (2 M) and the product was
isolated as the sulfate salt in 87% yield (30).

S

34
S

35 (87%)

1, Raney-Ni,

NH
2
NH

2
.H

2
O, 3 h

2, H2SO4 (2 M)

O2N H3NHSO4
- +

Scheme 14. Synthesis of 5-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (35).

2.9. From benzo[b]thiophene amides

6-Amino-2,3,5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (39) has been prepared starting from 6-acetyl-2,3,
5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (36; Scheme 15) (31). The reaction of 36 with hydroxylamine

 

S

39 (51%)

Me

Me

H2N

Me

S

38 (67%)

Me

Me

N
H

Me

Me

O

S

37 (80%)

Me

Me

C

Me

Me

N
HO

S

36

Me

Me

Me

O

Me

NH2OH.HCl

NaOH

1, PCl5, dry ether

2, H2O, ref lux, 1 h

NaOH

ethylene glycol

Scheme 15. Synthesis of 6-amino-2,3,5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (39).
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hydrochloride in a basic medium gave the corresponding oxime 37 in 80% yield. 6-Acetamido-
2,3,5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (38) was obtained in 67% yield by the Beckmann rearrange-
ment of 37. Deprotection of 38 in a basic medium afforded 39 in 51% yield (31). Similarly,
hydrolysis of 5-acetamido-4-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene with sodium hydroxide in ethanol gave
5-amino-4-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene in 97% yield (32).

Hydrolysis of N -(benzo[b]thiophen-4-yl)-2-hydroxy-2-methylpropanamide (42) in acidic
medium using HCl (6 M) at 100◦C for 2 h gave 4-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (43) in 91% yield
(Scheme 16) (33). Compound 42 was initially produced from 4-hydroxybenzo[b]thiophene (41).
Reaction of 40 with 2-bromo-2-methylpropanamide in the presence of sodium hydride in dry
dioxane under reflux conditions for 4 h gave 41 in 53% yield (33). Compound 41 underwent the
Smiles rearrangement on treatment with NaH in a mixture of DMF and DMPU (10:1), under
reflux conditions for 2 h, to produce 42 in 82% yield (Scheme 16).

 

S

43 (91%)

HCl, 100 °C, 2 h

NH2

NaH, 100 °C, 2 h

DMF/DMPU (10:1)S

41 (53%)

O

MeMe

O

H2N

S

42 (82%)

NH

O

Me

MeHO

S

40

OH

Br Me

Me

O NH2

NaH, 100 °C

dioxane, 4 h
+

Scheme 16. Synthesis of 4-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (43).

Ethyl 7-acetamido-2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxylate (47) was successfully synthe-
sized from ethyl 7-oxo-4,5,6,7-tetrahydrobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxylates 44 according to the
reaction shown in Scheme 17 (34). Treatment of 44 with hydroxyl amine gave the corresponding
oximes 45 in moderate yields. Reaction of 45 with a mixture acetyl chloride and acetic anhydride
in pyridine gave the corresponding ethyl 2-acylamino-7-(N -acetylacetamido)benzo[b]thiophene-
3-carboxylates 46 that, on alkaline hydrolysis, afforded 47 (Scheme 17).

2.10. From Buchwald–Hartwig coupling

A series of 7-arylamino-2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophenes 49 were synthesized by C–N palladium-
catalyzed cross-coupling (31, 35–38) of 7-bromo-2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (48) (39) with
arylamines (Scheme 18) (40). The yields of 49 were 62% and 80% when 4-methoxyaniline
and 3,4-dimethoxyaniline were used as the aromatic amines, respectively (40). The coupling
conditions involves the use of Pd(OAc)2, rac. BINAP and Cs2CO3 in toluene at 100◦C for 22 h
under an inert atmosphere (40). Similarly, the palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling of 48 and
3-aminopyridine, in the presence of Pd(OAc)2, Xantphos and Cs2CO3 in dioxane at 110◦C for
5 h, gave 7-pyridylamino-2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (49; Ar = 3-pyridyl) in 76% yield (40).

The coupling of substituted 6-bromo-2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophenes (50) with various aro-
matic amines containing one or two methoxy group in dry toluene in the presence of a Pd catalytic
system, under anhydrous conditions, gave the corresponding 6-arylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes in
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S

O

CO2Et

NHCOR

S

NHCOMe

CO2Et

NH2

S

N

CO2Et

NHCOR

HO

R = H, Me, Et, Ph

44 45

NH2OH Acetyl chloride

pyridine, Ac2O

S

N(COMe)2

CO2Et

NHCOR

46

HO-, H2O

47

Scheme 17. Synthesis of ethyl 7-acetamido-2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxylate (47).

 

S

Me

Me

Br

ArNH
2
, Pd(OAc)

2
, rac BINAP

CS2CO3, toluene, 100 °C S

Me

Me

NHAr

48 49 Ar = 4-MeOC6H4 (60%)
Ar = 3,4-di-MeOC6H3 (80%)

Scheme 18. Synthesis of 7-arylamino-2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophenes 49.

52–80% yields (41). Such products could also be obtained in moderate to quantitative yields from
the coupling reactions of 6-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes with aryl bromide under identical condi-
tions (41). However, coupling of 6-bromo-2,3,5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene (50; R = 5-Me) with
2-bromoaniline under similar reaction conditions gave the corresponding arylamino derivative
in low yield (20%) even after a 70 h reaction time (31). The yield was improved to 40% when
6-amino-2,3,5-trimethylbenzo[b]thiophene was coupled with 2-bromoiodobenzene under similar
reaction conditions for 21 h (31).

6-Bromobenzo[b]thiophenes 50 were coupled with benzophenone imine gave the correspond-
ing imino derivatives (41). Following hydrolysis with HCl (2 M) 6-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 51
were obtained in 50–71% yields (Scheme 19) (41).

2.11. By nucleophilic substitution or addition reactions of benzo[b]thiophenes

Reaction of 3-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene with primary or secondary amines in the presence of silver
nitrate followed by methylation with iodomethane resulted in a ring opening reaction to give

 

S

50

Me

Me

Br

R

S

51 (50–71%)

Me

Me

H2N

R1, Ph2C=NH, Pd-catalyst

dry toluene, 100 °C

2, HCl (2 M)

R = 5-Me, 4,7-di-Me

Scheme 19. Synthesis of 6-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 51.
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the corresponding 2-(2-(methylthio)phenyl)nitroethenamines in 10–50% yields (42). In con-
trast, 2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (52) with nbutylamine under the same reaction conditions gave
3-butylamino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (53a) in 5% yield with no ring-opened product being
formed. Such product is believed to be formed as a result of oxidative nucleophilic substitu-
tion of hydrogen at position 3. The use of a more powerful oxidant, such as ceric ammonium
nitrate, could provide a better yield of 53. Indeed, treatment of 2-itrobenzo[b]thiophene (52) with
primary amines in the presence of ceric ammonium nitrate in aqueous acetonitrile at room tem-
perature gave the corresponding 3-akylamino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes (53) in 20–66% yields
(Scheme 20) (42).

 

S

52

S
NO2

53 (20–66%)

NO2

Ceric ammonium nitrate

RNH2, MeCN-H2O

NHR

R = nBu, nPr, iPr, C6H11, (S)-Ph(Me)CH, CH2=CH-CH2, HOCH2CH2, MeO2C-CH2CH2

Scheme 20. Synthesis of 3-akylamino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes 53.

Amination of 3-bromo-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (54) with dry ammonia in diglyme at 120◦C
for 3 h gave 3-amino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (55; Scheme 21) (28). Similarly, reactions
of 54 with aniline and diethylamine at 100◦C followed by treatment with HCl gave 3-
phenylamino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (56) and 3-diethylamino-2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophene (57),
respectively (28).

 

S

54

Dry NH3

diglyme

120 °C, 3 h

Br

NO2

S

55

NH2

NO2

S

56

NHPh

NO2

S

57

NEt2

NO2

PhNH2

100 °C, 15 min

dil. HCl

Et2NH
100 °C, 15 min
dil. HCl

Scheme 21. Synthesis of 2-nitrobenzo[b]thiophenes 55–57.

Reaction of 2-bromobenzo[b]thiophene (58) with piperidine at 220◦C in a sealed tube for
28 h gave 2-piperidinobenzo[b]thiophene (59) in 85% yield (Scheme 22) (43). Also, com-
pound 59 was obtained, but in low yield (20%), on heating 3-bromobenzo[b]thiophene with
piperidine at 250–260◦C for 46 h (43). It seems likely that the direct substitution reaction of
the 3-bromo derivative below 250◦C has a high activation reaction compared with that of the
2-bromobenzo[b]thiophene (59).
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S

58

Piperidine

220 °C, 28 h S
N

59 (85%)

Br

Scheme 22. Synthesis of 2-piperidinobenzo[b]thiophene (59).

Reactions of benzo[b]thiophenes 60 with cyclic secondary amines (pyrrolidine, piperidine
and morpholine) in the presence of sodium at 40◦C for 18 h gave the corresponding 2-
substituted 2,3-dihydrobenzo[b]thiophenes in 42–55% yields. Subsequent dehydrogenation gave
the corresponding 2-substituted benzo[b]thiophenes (44). The addition of morpholine at the
C2–C3 bond of 60 in the presence of sodium gave the corresponding 2-morpholino-2,3-
dihydrobenzo[b]thiophenes 61 in 42–45% yields (44). Similar additions were observed when
sodium hydride or n-butyl-lithium was used instead of sodium. 2-Morpholinobenzo[b]thiophenes
(62) were obtained in 60–65% yields by aromatization of 61 with sulfur at 250◦C (Scheme 23)
(44). However, reactions with diethylamine, propylamine and cyclohexylamine were not very
successful in which yields of the desired products were 2–5% (44). Also, no addition products
were obtained for similar reactions using 2,3-dimethylbenzo[b]thiophene.

 

S
N

S

Morpholine

Na, 40 °C
O

S, 250 °C

S
N O

R R R

60 R = H, Me 61 R = H (45%)
R = Me (42%)

62 R = H (60%)
R = Me (65%)

Scheme 23. Synthesis of 2-morpholinobenzo[b]thiophenes 62.

2.12. From azidobenzo[b]thiophenes

Azidobenzo[b]thiophenes were used effectively for the production of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes
(45, 46). Azidobenzo[b]thiophenes can be obtained from the reaction of lithium
benzo[b]thiophenes, obtained via bromine–lithium exchange of the bromo derivatives (47–49) on
reaction with tosylazide (46). Thermolysis of 3-azidobenzo[b]thiophene (63) at 90◦C in the dark in
the presence of dialkylamines gave the corresponding 2-amino-3-alkylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes
64 (Scheme 24) in 75–78% yields (45). A small quantity of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (5,
R = R1 = H) was produced as a by-product in 6–10% yields (45). The reaction is believed
to involve the formation of azirine ring which undergoes ring opening to give the product. In
contrast, treatment of 63 with alkylthiols at room temperature in the dark for a week gave the
corresponding 3-amino-2-(alkylthio)benzo[b]thiophenes (65; Scheme 24) in 80% yields (45).

 

S

64 (75-78%)

S

63

N3

1, 90 °C (-N2)

2, R2NH
NH2

NR2

R = Me, Et, Bu

S

65 (80%)

RSH, RT

(-N2)
SR

NH2

Scheme 24. Synthesis of compounds 64 and 65.
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Compounds 64 were also obtained in even better yields (85–87%) from thermolysis of 2-
azidobenzo[b]thiophene (66) in the presence of dialkylamines at 60◦C (Scheme 25). Under such
conditions, 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (5, R = R1 = H) was produced in low yields (3–5%)
(45). Similarly, treatment of 66 with 1-butanethiol at room temperature gave 2-amino-2-
(butylthio)benzo[b]thiophene (67) in 55% (Scheme 25), along with 3-(6-thioxocyclohexa-2,4-
dienylidene)propanenitrile as a side product due to ring cleavage (45).

 
BuSH, RT

(-N2)
S

67 (55%)

S

66

NH2

SBu

N3

R = Me, Et

S

64 (85–87%)

1, 60 °C (-N2)

2, R2NH
NH2

NR2

Scheme 25. Synthesis of compounds 64 and 67.

2.13. Miscellaneous syntheses

The synthesis of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylic acid was first synthesized in 1907
by Friedlander (50). However, the procedure involves a number of steps and suffers from the
availability of the starting material, 2-aminobenzenethiol (51, 52). Carrington has reported the
synthesis of ethyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate via the rearrangement of 3-chloro-
1,2-benzoisothiazole. However, the process involves the use of relatively unavailable starting
materials that needs to be prepared first (53).

3-Benzamido-N -phenylbenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxamide (69) was prepared in 60% yield
from heating 2-phenyl-4H -benzothieno[3,2-d][1,3]oxazin-4-one (68) with aniline at 185◦C
for 30 min (Scheme 26) (12). Hydrolysis of 68 produces the corresponding 3-
aminobenzo[b]thiophene.

 

PhNH2

185 °C
S

NHCOPh

CONHPh

69 (60%)

S

68

O

N

O

Ph

Scheme 26. Synthesis of 3-benzamido-N -phenylbenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxamide (69).

Reactions of benzo[b]thiophene-2(3H )one (70) with secondary or cyclic amines in the presence
of hexamethylphosphoramide (HMPA) at a high temperature (160–240◦C) for 3.5–24 h gave the
corresponding 2-substituted benzo[b]thiophenes 71 (Scheme 27) in moderate to good yields (54).

 

S
R

71 (40–63%)

Secondary amine (RH), HMPA

160–240 °C, 3.5–24 h
S

O

70
R = Me2N, N O N,

Scheme 27. Synthesis of 2-substituted benzo[b]thiophenes 71.
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The reaction was successful with dimethylamine, piperidine and morpholine and was found to
be dependent on the temperature. Low yields were obtained at lower temperatures. When aniline
was used the yield of the desired product was very low (3%) (54). The reason for the low yield
could be due to reaction of aniline and HMPA to produce 1,3,2,4-diazadiphosphetidines (55).

3. Reactions

Reactions of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes take place mostly on the amino group. The most common
reactions involve arylation, acylation, azo dyes formation, production of ureas, deamination and
condensation reactions. The latter reaction has been applied successfully for the production of
various condensation products and fused heterocycles containing benzothiophene moiety. Also,
acylamino groups can be used as an activator to direct lithiation to the ortho-position to produce
the corresponding lithium reagents which on reactions with electrophiles would produce the
corresponding substituted derivatives.

3.1. Arylation reactions

Methyl-3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 7 were coupled with a variety of bromoarenes
containing electron-deficient withdrawing groups (e.g. CN, CHO and NO2) in the presence of
Xantphos (12 mole%), Pd(OAc)2 (10 mole%) and Cs2CO3 (2.8 molar equivalents), in dry diox-
ane at 120◦C for 1–5 h under inert atmosphere to give the corresponding N -arylamine derivatives
30 (Scheme 28) in 30–83% yields (56). Methyl 3-(bis(4-nitrophenyl)amino)benzo[b]thiophene-
2-carboxylate was obtained as a by-product in 3% yield along with 30 (R = H, 4-NO2C6H4).
Formation of such triarylamine could be due to the high reactivity of 4-nitrobromobenzene as a
Buchwald–Hartwig coupling component, which also reacts with 30 (R = H, 4-NO2C6H4). Com-
pounds of the general formula 30 could also be obtained in reasonable to excellent yields from
reactions of 3-bromobenzo[b]thiophenes with arylamines (57).

 

S
CO2Me

NH2

R

R = H, OMe, NO2
Ar = 4-CNC6H4, 4-HOCC6H4, 4-NO2C6H4, 2-NO2C6H4, 4-PhC6H4

ArBr, Pd(OAc)2

Cs2CO3, Xantphos S
CO2Me

NHAr

R
7 30 (30–83%)

Scheme 28. Synthesis of methyl-3-arylaminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 30.

N -Arylation of 6-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (72) with 2-iodo-9,9-dimethylfluorene under
Ullman’s condition (58) in chlorobenzene as a solvent gave 6-(bis(9,9-dimethylfluorene-2-
yl)amino)benzo[b]thiophene (73) in 75% yield after purification (Scheme 29) (59). Compound
72 is also used as a precursor for the production of organic dyes containing bis-dimethylfluorenyl
moiety, as dye-sensitized solar cells (59).

3.2. Acylation reactions

A series of 6-acylaminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-hydroxamic acids (76) was synthesized from methyl
6-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate (74) according to Scheme 30 (60). Reaction of 74 with
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SH2N SAr2N

ArI, Cu-bronz

18-crown-6

K2CO3, PhCl

72 73 (75%)

Ar =

MeMe

Scheme 29. Synthesis of 6-(bis(9,9-dimethylfluorene-2-yl)amino)benzo[b]thiophene (73).

 

SH2N

74

CO2Me
RCOCl, NMM

THF, DCM
SN

H

CO2Me

75

R = alkyl, aryl, naphthyl, heteroaryl

O

R

NH2OH, DMA

SN
H

O

NH

HO

76

O

R

Scheme 30. Synthesis of of 6-acylaminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-hydroxamic acids (76).

various acyl chlorides in a mixture of THF and DCM in the presence of N -methylmorpholine for
24 h gave the corresponding 6-acylamino derivatives 75 in situ which, on reaction with hydroxy-
lamine in the presence of dimethylamine (DMA), produced the corresponding hydroxamic acid
derivatives 76 (60).

Reaction of 5-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-caroboxylic acid (77) with chloroacetyl chloride in
pyridine at 0◦C gave the corresponding 5-(2-chloroacetamido)benzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylic
acid (78; Scheme 31) in 95% yield (61). Treatment of 78 with various amines under reflux condi-
tions in dioxane for 8–12 h gave the corresponding 5-acylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes 79 in 68–88%
yields (Scheme 31). High yields (88–90%) of 79 were also obtained when 1-methylpiperazine
and morpholine were used as amines.

 

S

77

CO2H
S

CO2H

78 (95%)

R = CH2CHOH, NHCSNH2, CSNH2, heterocycles

H2N
H
N

O

79 (68–90%)

ClCH2COCl

C5H5N, 0 °C

RNH2

dioxane, reflux

Cl

S
CO2H

H
NO

N
H

R

Scheme 31. Synthesis of 5-acylaminobenzo[b]thiophenes 79.
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3.3. Azo dyes formation

Several monoazo dyes were synthesized from aminobenzo[b]thiophenes and have been applied
to different types of fibers (62–69). For example, diazotization of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes
80 with NaNO2 in the presence of an acid at a low temperature (0–5◦C) gave the correspond-
ing diazonium salts which on treatment with N -(2-cyanoethyl)-N -ethyl-m-toluidine gave the
corresponding azo dyes 81 (Scheme 32) (62).

 

1, NaNO2, H+, 0 °C

2, N -(2-cyanoethyl)-N -ethyl-m-toluidine
S

80

R

R = CO2Me, CO2Et, MeCO, PhCO, CN, NO2; X = H, Cl, NO2

NH2
X

S

81

R

NX N

Me

N

Et

N

Scheme 32. Synthesis of azo dyes 81.

3.4. Directed lithiation

Directed lithiation of 3-(acylamino)benzo[b]thiophenes 82 with excess n-BuLi (3 mole equiva-
lents) was reported (70). It was found that lithiation of 82 with n-BuLi in anhydrous THF at -78◦C
gave the corresponding dilithium intermediates 83 in situ which react with various electrophiles
at −20◦C to give the corresponding 2-substituted derivatives 84 in 24–86% yields (Scheme 33).
In the case of reaction of 83 (R = CF3) with 2-chlorocyclohexanone the cis-halohydrin 2-(2-
chloro-1-hydroxycyclohexy1)-3-(trifluoroacetyl)amino)benzo[b]thiophene was obtained in 48%
as a result of reaction at the carbonyl group (70).

 

S
82

NHCOR

S
83

N
OLi

R

Li

S
84

NHCOR

E
n-BuLi, THF

–78 °C

1, Electrophile

THF, –20 °C

2, H3O+

R = tBuO, CF3; Electrophile = Me2SO4, 2-chlorocyclohexanone,
2-bromo-3,4-dihydronaphthalen-1(2H )-one

Scheme 33. Synthesis of 2-substituted 3-(acylamino)benzo[b]thiophenes 84.

3.5. Urea derivatives formation

Treatment of 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carbonitrile (85) with concentrated H2SO4 at 60◦C
for 2 h gave 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxamide (86) in 41% yield (Scheme 34) (71).
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S

85

CN

H2SO4

60 °C, 2 h
NH2

S

86 (41%)

NH2

O
NH2

ClSO2N=C=O

DCM, RT, 1 h
S

87 (40%)

NH

O
NH2

O

NH2

Scheme 34. Synthesis of 2-ureidobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxamide (87).

Reaction of 86 with chlorosulfonyl isocyanate in DCM at room temperature for 1 h gave
2-ureidobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxamide (87) in 40% yield (71).

3.6. Formation of hydroxybenzo[b]thiophene

Hydrolysis of 4-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (43) in a sealed glass tube which was agitated and
heated in an autoclave using highly concentrated phosphoric acid at high temperatures gave 4-
hydroxybenzo[b]thiophene (40; Scheme 35) in 92% yield (72). The ratio of H3PO4 to 43 was
found to be a major factor towards production of a high yield of 40. The optimum conditions
for hydrolysis were found to involve the lowest H3PO4 to 43 ratio in which no by-products (e.g.
benzo[b]thiophene) were formed (72).

 

S

43

S

40 (92%)

NH2 OH

H3PO4

Scheme 35. Synthesis of 4-hydroxybenzo[b]thiophene (40).

3.7. Reactions with aldehydes

Reaction of ethyl 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboxylate (88) with various aromatic aldehydes
gave the corresponding condensation products 89 (Scheme 36) (73).

 

S

88

CO2Et

NH2

S

89

CO2Et

N
ArCHO

Ar

Scheme 36. Synthesis of condensation products 89.

Compounds 89 were used as precursors for the production of various substituted heterocy-
cles (Scheme 37). For example, cyclization reaction of 89 with either 2-mercaptoacetic acid,
2-chloroacetyl chloride or diazomethane gave the corresponding thiazolidinones 90, β-lactams
91 and triazoles 92, respectively (73).
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S

89

CO2Et

N

ArS

90

CO2Et

HSCH2CO2H
N

S

Ar

O

ClCH2COCl

S

91

CO2Et

N

Ar

O

CH2N2

S

92

CO2Et

N

N
N

Ar

Ar = Ph, 4-NO2C6H4, 4-Me2NC6H4,

4-MeOC6H4, 4-ClC6H4

Scheme 37. Synthesis of compounds 90–92.

3.8. Fused heterocycles formation

Various fused heterocycles have been efficiently synthesized starting from aminobenzo[b]
thiophenes primarily via cyclocondensation (74–92). For example, reaction of 2-
aminobenzo[b]thiophene (24) with an excess of 2-formyl-2,3-dimethoxypropionitrile sodium salt
in methanol and in the presence of a catalytic amount of concentrated HCl under reflux conditions
for 24 h gave benzo[b]thieno[2,3-b]pyridine-3-carbonitrile (93) in 96% yield (Scheme 38) (79).

 

S

NH2

S

N

CN

93 (96%)24

MeO

OMe

CN

O– Na+

+
MeOH, HCl

reflux, 24h

Scheme 38. Synthesis of benzo[b]thieno[2,3-b]pyridine-3-carbonitrile (93).

Various benzothieno[3,2-d]pyrimidinones 95 were synthesized from reactions of methyl
3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 94 with formamidine (Scheme 39) (80).

 

S

NH2

S

N

NH

9594

CO2Me

R

H2N NH

O

RR = H, OMe, NO
2

Scheme 39. Synthesis of benzothieno[3,2-d]pyrimidinones 95.

Reaction of methyl 2-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-3-carboylate (94a; R = H) with methyl trans-
4-cyanocyclohexanecarboxylate in 1,4-dioxane in the presence of HCl gas at 45◦C for 15 h
gave 4-(benzothieno[2,3-d]-3H -4-oxopyrimidin-2-yl)cyclohexanecarboxylate (96) in 79% yield
(Scheme 40) (81). Treatment of 96 with thionyl chloride at room temperature gave the
corresponding chloro derivative 97 in 61% yield (Scheme 40).

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
A
t
:
 
1
1
:
4
4
 
2
5
 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 
2
0
1
1



Journal of Sulfur Chemistry 223

 

S

NH2

94a

CO2Me

CO2Me

CN

+
HCl, 45 °C

1,4-dioxane S N

NH

O

CO2Me96 (79%)

1, SOCl2

2, DMF, RT, overnight
S N

N

Cl

CO2Me97 (61%)

Scheme 40. Synthesis of compounds 96 and 97.

 

S
N

N

N

S

R

S N

N

S

N

R

O

99 R = Me or SPh 100 R = Me, Et, SMe, SEt, Ph, or 2-EtOC6H4

NN

S RCl

98

Figure 2. Structures of compounds 98–100.

Cyclocondensation of 5-substituted-2-chloro-1,3,4-thiadiazoles 98 with ethyl 2-aminobenzo[b]
thiophene-3-carboxylate at 160◦C gave the corresponding 10H -benzothieno[2,3-d][1,3,4]-
thiadiazolo[3,2-a]pyrimidin-10-ones 99 (Figure 2) (82). Similarly, 5H -benzothieno[3,2-
d][1,3,4]-thiadiazolo[3,2-a]pyrimidin-5-ones 100 (Figure 2) were obtained from
cyclocondensation of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate with 98 (82).

Methyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylates 7 underwent cyclocondensation reactions
with 2-bromopyridines, in the presence of palladium acetate, Xantphos and CsCO3 at 120◦C for
2–22 h to give the corresponding benzothieno[3,2-d]pyrido[1,4-a]pyramid-6-ones 101 in 40–80%
yields (Scheme 41) (56). The reaction involves a C–N coupling and intramolecular cyclization.

 

S
CO2Me

NH2

R

R = H, OMe; R1 = H, F

N

N

O

S

R

R1N Br

+

Pd(OAc)2

Xantphos

CsCO3, 120 °C

7 101 (40–80%)

R1

Scheme 41. Synthesis of benzothieno[3,2-d]pyrido[1,4-a]pyramid-6-ones 101.

Reaction of ethyl 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-2-carboxylate (11a) with diethyl malonate in an
alkaline medium gave benzothienopyridine 102 in 57% (Scheme 42) (83).

Treatment of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophenes 5 with a mixture of copper and potassium thio-
cyanates in the presence of hydroxylamine and PPA gave the corresponding isothiazole derivatives
103 (Scheme 43) (83).
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S

CO2Et

NH2

+

NaOMe

NaOH

11a 102 (57%)

H2C

CO2Et

CO2Et
S

H
N O

OH

Scheme 42. Synthesis of benzothienopyridine 102.

 

S

COR

NH
2

CuSCN, KSCN

NH2OH, PPA

5 103

R1

S

R1 N
S

R

R = H, Me; R1 = H, NO2

Scheme 43. Synthesis of isothiazole derivatives 103.

Treatment of 84a,b (see Scheme 33) with iodotrimethylsilane in MeCN or potassium hydrox-
ide in methanol gave the corresponding 1,2,3,4-tetrahydro-10H -benzo[b]thieno[3,2-b]indoles
104a,b in 90% and 55% yields, respectively (Scheme 44) (70).

 

104a R = tBuO (90%)

104b R = CF3 (55%)

84a R = tBuO

84b R = CF3

S

NHCOR

Me3SiI, MeCN, 2 h, RT

or KOH, MeOH

O

S

H
N

Scheme 44. Synthesis of 1,2,3,4-tetrahydro-10H -benzo[b]thieno[3,2-b]indoles 104a,b.

 

S
CO2Et

Pd(PPh3)4 or Pd(OAc)2

THF or DMF105
R1, R2 = H, alkyl, alkoxy, aryl, TMS

R1 R2

I
H
N

R

S
CO2Et

106 (11 – 91%)

NR

R1R2

Scheme 45. Synthesis of substituted thieno[3,2-e]indoles 106.

Cyclization reactions of 5-aminobenzothiophenes 105 with internal and terminal acetylenes
gave the corresponding substituted thieno[3,2-e]indoles 106 (Scheme 45) (84, 85). 7-Substituted
thieno[3,2-e]indoles 106 (Scheme 45) were efficiently synthesized in a one-pot procedure
from 4-iodo-5-(methylsulfonamido)benzothiophene (105; R = Ms) and terminal alkynes using
Pd(PPh3)4 as a catalyst in THF and in the presence of CuI and iso-propylamine (84, 85). The
indole ring formation requires coupling of terminal alkynes onto the benzo[b]thiophene ring
system via Sonogashira coupling (86, 87) followed by cyclization reaction to give 106. Reac-
tion of 5-amino-4-iodobenzo[b]thiophene (105; R = H) with internal alkynes, using Pd(OAc)2
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as a catalyst in DMF at 100◦C and in the presence of tetrabutylammonium fluoride and
a base under Larock’s heterocyclization reaction conditions (89–92) gave 7,8-disubstituted
thieno[3,2-e]indoles 106 (84).

Reaction of 6-aminobenzo[b]thiophene (72) with glycine under Skraup reaction conditions
gave thieno[2,3-f ]quinoline (107; Scheme 46) (91).

 

S

72

S

107
H2N

H
2
N CO

2
H

N

Scheme 46. Synthesis of thieno[2,3-f ]quinoline (107).

Ethyl 2-(6,12dihydro-bis[1]benzothieno[3,2-b:2’,3’-e]pyridine-6-yl)acetate (109; Scheme 47)
was obtained as the main product from heating the potassium salt of 3-aminobenzo[b]thiophene-
2-carboxylate (108) with ethyl propiolate or ethyl 3-ethoxyacrylate in acetic acid as a solvent (92).

 

EtO

O
O

EtO OEt

S

109

CO2K

NH
2 or

HOAc

S

N

S

O

OEt

108

Scheme 47. Synthesis of ethyl 2-(6,12dihydro-bis[1]benzothieno[3,2-b:2′,3′-e]pyridine-6-yl)
acetate (109).

4. Biological activities

2-Dimethylamino-6-hydroxybenzo[b]thiophene derivatives are important intermediates in the
synthesis of the selective estrogen receptor modulator, raloxifene, and its analogues (93–96).
Compounds 4 (Scheme 1) inhibit cancer cell growth at the subnanomolar concentration and
potently inhibited the binding of [3H]colchicine to tubulin (7). Compounds 79 (Scheme 31) were
found to have potent anti-inflammatory activity (61).

Hydroxamic acids 76 (Scheme 30) could be used to treat cancer (60). They are useful in
treating patients having a tumor characterized by proliferation of neoplastic cells. They are useful
in the prevention and treatment of RTX-mediated diseases, such as autoimmune, allergic and
inflammatory diseases (60). Also, they are used to prevent and/or treat diseases of the central
nervous system such as neurodegenerative diseases (60).

Compounds of the general formula 109 (Scheme 47) are useful as inhibitors of IKK-β phos-
phorylation of Ikβ. Such compounds block pathological activation of transcription factor NF-Kβ

in which diseases excessive activation of NF-Kβ is implicated (71).
Compounds 110 (Figure 3) are used to treat allergy, asthma, rhinitis, dermatitis, β-cell lym-

phomas, tumors and diseases associated with bacterial, rhinovirius or respiratory syncytial virus
infections (97).

Compounds 111 and 112 (Figure 4) were found to show antioxidant activities (98). The sulfon-
amide (113; Figure 4) acts as a modulator of the TRPM8 receptor (99). It is used to treat various
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S

HN

CO2R1

R

110 R = H, F, CF3; R1 = H, Et

N

Figure 3. Structures of compounds 110.

 

S

NHAr

R
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R = H, CO2H, CO2Me; Ar = Ph, substituted phenyl, heteroaryl

S

112

Me

Me

ArHN

S

N

113

S

O
O

F

F

Figure 4. Structures of compounds 111–113.
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NH

114

R = H, Me, Et, iPr, CH
2
=CH-, cyclopropyl; R1 = Ph, NO

2
; X = Br, I

S

115

R1ClO
X

X

N

O

Cl

R

Figure 5. Structures of compounds 114 and 115.

diseases, syndromes and disorders, including those that cause inflammatory or neuropathic pain
(99) The inflammatory pain could be, for example, due to inflammatory bowel disease, visceral
pain, osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, back pain, joint pain, abdominal pain, labor, muscu-
loskeletal diseases, skin diseases, toothache, eczema, irritable bowel syndrome, chronic pain
syndrome, chronic fatigue syndrome or post-mastectomy pain syndrome.

N -Benzothienylchloroacetamides 114 and 115 (Figure 5) are used as herbicides, particularly
as pre-emergent herbicides (100).

5. Conclusions

The chemistry of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes has exhibited promise on a number of fronts; the full
evaluation of its utility in heterocycles synthesis was not sufficiently investigated. The aim of this
review was to demonstrate the wide applications of such compounds in organic synthesis and in
medicinal chemistry.

Aminobenzo[b]thiophenes could be synthesized efficiently via Buchwald–Hartwig coupling
using a palladium catalytic system and Willgerodt–Kindler routes using primary and secondary
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amines, nucleophilic reaction followed by Thorpe–Ziegler cyclization and arylation reactions
with electron-deficient aryl halides. Other syntheses involve a nitro group displacement of ben-
zonitriles by a thiol anion followed by cyclization. Reactions of aminobenzo[b]thiophenes take
place mostly on the amino group such as arylation, acylation, azo dyes formation, production of
ureas, deamination and condensation reactions. Also, acylamino moieties can be used as directing
metallating groups and/or activators to direct lithiation to the ortho-position to produce the corre-
sponding lithium reagents which on reactions with electrophiles would produce the corresponding
substituted derivatives. Several heterocycles containing a benzothiophene moiety show various
useful biological activities.
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